
Mrs. Rosa Jones Rhodes
September 24, 1925 - November 9, 2020

Mrs. Rosa Jones Rhodes was called home to be with her Lord and Savior on
November 9, 2020. She was born so September 24, 1925 to the late Mrs.
Eula Wilson Jones and the late Mr. Willie Moses Jones in Fort Barnwell, NC,
the third of four children. She completed Elementary and High School in
Craven County. Rosa married Lawrence Rhodes of New Bern, and from that
union four children were born. 

 Rosa leaves behind a testament to a great life well lived and full of God’s
favor. She was a loving and kind person to everyone that she met. Her friendly
personality was so infectious, that all whom she met affectionally called her
Mother Dear or Ma Dear. 

 Ma Dear gave her life to Christ at an early age. She later moved to
Washington, NC where she joined St. John Missionary Baptist Church. She
joined the Usher’s Ministry and served faithfully for many years. She loved
ushering and leading the usher march. Ma Dear enrolled in the First Black
Class of LPNs Nursing Program at Beaufort County Community College,
Washington, NC in 1963. There were 11 black students in her historic Nursing
Class, and she completed all of her nursing requirements, graduated in 1964,
and passed the State Board. Ma Dear worked as a nurse for several years
and later decided to change careers. She started working at Hamilton Beach
where her skills, knowledge and talents were recognized, earning her a
supervisory position. 

 Ma Dear was a dedicated family person. She loved her children,



grandchildren, great grandchildren, and great-great-grandchildren. She would
do anything for them and loved to fix meals for whoever dropped by, and
especially during family holiday gatherings. Ma Dear stayed active and
adventurous during her early and later years. She flew to Germany to visit her
daughter Malinda, and flew to the Bahamas with her daughter, Carol after
retiring from Hamilton Beach. She later joined a Senior Citizens Cheerleading
Group in the 90’s and performed at many events. In the 2000’s she walked
about three miles per week for close to seven years. 

 Ma Dear was preceded in death by her son, Roland L. Rhodes; two brothers,
Linster V. Jones (Esther), Johnny Jones (Brenda); one son-in-law, Archie
Nelson; one brother-in-law, Gerald Hatton. 

 Ma Dear leaves to cherish her memories, two daughters, Carol Nelson of
Virginia Beach, VA, Malinda Spencer (COL. (Ret) Kenneth) of Dumfries, VA;
one son, William Rhodes (Marcella) of Hampton, VA; one sister, Etta Hatton of
Bowie, MD; one daughter-in-law, Patricia Rhodes; fifteen grandchildren;
several great-grandchildren; great-great-grandchildren; a host of nieces,
nephews, other relatives and friends.



Cemetery Details

Cedar Hill Cemetery

Old Bath Highway
Washington, NC 27889

Previous Events

Visitation

NOV 13. 11:30 AM - 1:00 PM (ET)

St. John Missionary Baptist Church
270 Whispering Pines Road
Washington, NC 27889

Celebration of Life Service

NOV 13. 1:00 PM (ET)

St. John Missionary Baptist Church
270 Whispering Pines Road
Washington, NC 27889
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October 06, 2023 at 05:52 AM

Mrs. Rosa Jones Rhodes

Julia F. Lodge - November 12, 2020 at 10:59 PM

Julia F. Lodge lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Rosa Jones Rhodes

Grace Knox - November 12, 2020 at 08:39 PM

To the Rosa Jones Rhodes Families: 
 My heartfelt condolences to you on the passing of your dear loved

one. May the God of all comfort surround you with peace and
strength. May His countenance shine upon you always. 

  
“But those who trust in the LORD will find new strength. They will
soar high on wings like eagles. They will run and not grow weary.
They will walk and not faint.” Isaiah 40:31 

  
Blessings, 

 Grace Knox 
 Maryland
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elvira ford - November 12, 2020 at 04:55 PM

. 
 Cousin Jeannie, Aunt Etta and family. 

so sorry to hear about 
Aunt Rosa's passing. We love you and are praying for you. Elvira
Jimmy and Yvette

Julia F. Lodge - November 12, 2020 at 03:00 PM

Julia F. Lodge lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Rosa Jones Rhodes

Congleton Funeral Home and Staff - November 12, 2020 at 10:30 AM

Congleton Funeral Home and Staff wishes to
express our sincere condolence on the
passing of your love one. We light this candle
in their memory.

Thomas & Yvonne Bates - November 12, 2020 at 09:58 AM

To the Rhodes and Spencer family, 
 Our heartfelt condolences to you and your family. I know you will

cherish lasting, loving memories of your mother. God’s Blessings
Always. 

 Thomas & Yvonne Bates
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Sheila Matthews - November 12, 2020 at 09:06 AM

Sheila Matthews lit a candle in memory of
Mrs. Rosa Jones Rhodes

Evangelist Gwen Hudson - November 12, 2020 at 07:48 AM

Evangelist Gwen Hudson lit a candle in
memory of Mrs. Rosa Jones Rhodes


